The current study provides the first evidence of human lateralized navigation of a social space within a naturalistic environment. We employed a quantitative, observational approach and report on a detailed set of nearly 700 independent navigational routes from two separate child populations consisting of over 300 typically developing children, aged five to fourteen years. The navigational path was considered across the sagittal plane (left, right) around three distinct target types (peer, adult and object). Both child populations expressed a significant bias for choosing a rightward navigational path around a human target (e.g. peer, adult) and no lateral preference for navigation around fixed, inanimate objects. A rightward navigational path provides an advantage for the left visual field and the right hemisphere, facilitating both the production and perception of social-emotion stimuli. The findings are consistent with evidence from studies of non-human animal species demonstrating that the social environment elicits predictable lateralized behavior, and support an early evolutionary delineation of functional processing by the two hemispheres.
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Introduction
A growing body of evidence across a range of animal species demonstrates a bias to keep conspecifics situated on their left side. A left eye bias to monitor conspecifics is widespread across a range of vertebrates including: fish (De Santi, Sovrano, Bisazza, & Vallortigara, 2001; Sovrano, Bisazza, & Vallortigara, 2001) , toads (Robins, Lippolis, Bisazza, Vallortigara, & Rogers, 1998), lizards (Deckel, 1995; Hews & Worthington, 2001) , pigeons (Nagy, Àkos, Biro, & Vicsek, 2010), chicks (Vallortigara, 1992; Vallortigara & Andrew, 1991) and beluga whales (Karenina et al., 2010) , and may represent a common evolutionary behavioral manifestation reflective of a right hemisphere dominance for processing social stimuli and arousing situations (for a review, see Rosa Salva, Regolin, Mascalzoni, & Vallortigara, 2012) . The findings from these studies support a hypothesis that lateralized perceptual behaviors may have derived from an early delineation of a right hemisphere dominance for responding to unexpected and behaviorally relevant stimuli (e.g. predator) and a left hemisphere dominance for well learned sequences of actions (e.g. feeding) (MacNeilage, Rogers, & Vallortigara, 2009; Rogers, 2000a; Rogers, Vallortigara, & Andrew, 2013) . This type of asymmetric behavioral activity might have an adaptive value, facilitating simple reflexive and automatic responses to increase the survival of individuals (Rutherford & Lindell, 2011) . The appropriation of specialized processing to operate in parallel within the left and right hemispheres is thought to facilitate neural efficiency: allowing different functions to operate in parallel, decreasing the duplication of functioning across hemispheres and eliminating the initiation of simultaneous and incompatible responses (Rogers, Zucca, & Vallortigara, 2004; Tommasi, 2009; Vallortigara & Rogers, 2005) .
Right hemisphere dominance patterns have been reported for face perception and social recognition in a range of animal species. For example, a left gaze bias for face perception (e.g. looking time of centrally presented faces) has been reported in: sheep (Peirce, Leigh, & Kendrick, 2000) , dogs and rhesus monkeys (Guo, Meints, Hall, Hall, & Mills, 2009 ), chimpanzees (Morris & Hopkins, 1993 , and humans (behavioral study: Burt & Perret, 1997; neuro-imaging: Kanwisher, Tong, & Nakayama, 1998) . A left motor bias (right hemisphere dominance) has also been reported for the production of facial expressions in marmosets (Hook-Costigan & Rogers, 1998) macaques (Hauser, 1993 ), baboons (Wallez & Vauclair, 2011 and in chimpanzees (Fernández-Carriba, Loeches, Morcillo, & Hopkins, 2002) , indicating that both the perception and production of emotions may be preferentially controlled by the right hemisphere.
Nonhuman primates demonstrate an excellent animal model for understanding the evolutionary emergence of lateralized behaviors related to the social environment. 
